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The Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks (adopted on May 18 2007) will enter 

into force on April 14 2015, a year after gaining approval from the requisite number of countries. 

The convention provides the legal basis for states to remove (or order the removal of) shipwrecks that 

have the potential to affect adversely the safety of lives, goods and property at sea, as well as the 

marine environment. Under the convention, a set of uniform international rules aimed at ensuring the 

prompt and effective removal of wrecks will come into force, placing financial responsibility for the 

removal of certain hazardous wrecks on shipowners, thus making insurance compulsory. 

Cyprus has yet to ratify the convention. A vote in Parliament on the matter is pending. As a result, the 

Department of Merchant Shipping will not issue the necessary wreck removal certificates. While the 

department has made no official announcement, it has indicated that in the interim it will accept wreck 

removal certificates issued by countries that have already ratified the convention to avoid any 

disruption in the operation and insurance cover of ships flying the Cypriot flag. 

When the ratification process is completed in Cyprus there will be no need for these certificates to be 

re-issued, except where circumstances would require the issue of a new certificate, such as in the 

event of a change of ownership or in case of renewals where a new wreck removal certificate is 

required by the protection and indemnity insurance club. 

For further information on this topic please contact Vassilis Psyrras at Andreas Neocleous & Co LLC 

by telephone (+357 25 110 000) or email (vassilis.psyrras@neocleous.com). The Andreas Neocleous 

& Co LLC website can be accessed at www.neocleous.com. 

The materials contained on this website are for general information purposes only and are subject to 

the disclaimer.  

ILO is a premium online legal update service for major companies and law firms worldwide. In-house corporate 

counsel and other users of legal services, as well as law firm partners, qualify for a free subscription. Register at 

www.iloinfo.com.  
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